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Chenango, Otsego, Delaware, Madison Regional Natural Gas Collaborative
January 20, 2011 @ 2:00 p.m.

Chenango County Office Building- Board of Supervisors Chambers

Attendees:

James Bays Peter Darby Scott Finkbohm Jerry Kreiner John Phelan Roy Straka
Terry Bliss Robert DeClue Peter Flanagan Dennis Lutes Richard Schlag Cliff Tamsett
Roger Bradstreet Melissa DeCordova Ken Fogarty Caroline Martin Stan Scobie Jennifer Tavares
Shane Butler Rena Doing Steve Harris Marie Lusins-McLachlan Bonnie Seegmiller Kristina Turechek
Christine Brunner Jeff Dorsey Ross Iannello Robert Milano George Seneck Bradd Vickers
Earl Callahan Susan Dorsey Steve Keyes Steve Palmatier Steven Sinniger William Wallon

John Carson Tom Evans Rennie Korver Drew Piashyk Ken Smith William Huston (filming)

Introductions:
Mr. Steven Palmatier, Moderator and Chenango County Natural Gas Consultant welcomed everyone. Individuals from five Central
New York Counties: Broome, Chenango, Delaware, Madison and Otsego were represented.

Presentation:
Guest speaker: James Austin, Public Service Commission, Environmental Division, Pipeline Regulations, was introduced by Mr.
Palmatier.
Mr. Austin provided an overview of NYS Public Service Law Article 7, “Fuel Gas and Electric Transmission Facilities Siting”. A
copy of the power point presentation and an audio of the meeting are posted on the website
(www.co.chenango.ny.us/Planning/Planning_NatGas-four-county-resources.htm)

Comments/questions following the presentation:

 Pipelines connected to Interstate lines are under the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
 How are pipelines <125psi, located in environmentally sensitive areas, regulated if they are not regulated by PSC? NYSDEC

may be involved when designated wetlands are affected, or storm water regulations are required when construction affects
1+acres of land. Supervisor Bays expressed concern about the Cole Rd. area in the Town of Smyrna which is basically a
bog. Mr. Austin stated local regulations may come into play. Mr. Keyes, Norse Energy, commented NYSDEC was involved
in this section of the pipeline, with NYS Division of Waters oversight.

 Mr. Vickers, NYS Farm Bureau is proposing legislation for oversight of all pipelines, as well as “Dig Safely NY” NY. Mr.
Austin commented “ordering clauses”: require “Dig Safely NY” and submit as built drawings.

 Supervisor Flanagan questioned “Dig Safely NY” compliance, he expressed concern 1 of 3 road crossings not listed at Dig
Safely NY. Can a gathering line be 20+ miles long, <125 psi and not be monitored by PSC. Mr. Austin stated local
compliance, if regulations exist.

 Supervisor Flanagan questioned if Mr. Austin was aware of local ordinances in other areas of the state. Mr. Austin stated he
is not aware of any local ordinances at this time.

 Mr. Palmatier asked about pipeline security issues and Homeland Security regulations. Mr. Austin had discussed this issue
with Homeland Security staff and they have no authority to overrule local Emergency Management guidelines. Homeland
Security has no issue with “gathering lines”.

 Supervisor Flanagan commented Real Estate Law requires full disclosure which would include gathering line location. Mr.
Austin commented he is not an attorney but believes any right of way easements must be filed with the County Clerk.

 Supervisor Flanagan questioned if the “ordering clause” requiring “Dig Safely NY” is followed up by PSC. Mr. Austin
stated he would check.

 Supervisor Iannello asked if there is any road crossing oversight. Mr. Austin stated PSC exempts gas lines entirely under
roads.

 Supervisor Iannello asked if “Zoning” must be in place or would local laws be acceptable. PSC may waive laws that are
restrictive.

 Considerable discussion relating to lack of oversight for the <125 psi pipelines. Mr. Austin commented there are
considerable pipeline safety requirements that must be followed. Mr. Keyes commented a safety inspector must be contacted
within 48 hours for inspections; pipeline fusers must be certified; in addition to numerous other safety guidelines.

 Mr. Palmatier commented it appears that Norse Energy is following “best practices” for pipelines <125 psi. It would be
beneficial to contact PSC to invite a representative from the Safety Division to address this committee on the pipeline Safety
guidelines.

 Supervisor Phelan commented on the proposed pipeline in the Town of Coventry. Mr. Keyes stated NYSDEC, SWPPS
regulations are followed.
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 Mr. DeClue questioned if pressure threshold of 125 psi is design or operating pressure. Mr. Austin stated operating pressure
is the requirement of the law. If operating >125psi penalty or recertified.

 Mr. Callahan questioned how pipelines are fused. Mr. Palmatier described the process: pipes are clamped together, squared,
heated and pushed together for fusing. Mr. Keyes added the heating plate must reach a specified temperature and sealing
time which is determined by the size of the pipe. The fusers must be certified.

 Ms. Tavares asked about monitoring. Mr. Keyes explained the well tenders must check the system and charts for pressure
and potential problems. Ms. Tavares asked if any outside company monitors the system. Mr. Keyes stated it is basically the
company.

 Mr. Butler asked about pipeline durability when comparing steel and polyethylene plastic pipes. Mr. Austin stated steel for
the high pressure lines. Polyethylene advantages: no corrosion, flexible, available in varying lengths for fusing.

 Comment about the recent leak reported in the Millennium pipeline. Mr. Austin stated the PSC Safety Division has oversight
of the Millennium gas line for FERC.

 Mr. Austin commented Part 255.9F PSC regulations addresses design criteria, distance, etc. Supervisor Flanagan asked if
there are setback guidelines for gathering lines. Mr. Austin did not know, often this is an agreement between the company
and landowner.

 Supervisor Bays asked about the prevailing notion about jobs at the PSC. Mr. Austin commented NYS is considering
additional state employment cuts but PSC still working well, staff is very diligent.

 Supervisor Phelan questioned if a pipeline is designed for >125 psi but operated <125 psi, what prevents increasing the line
pressure. Mr. Austin stated NYS holds companies to high standards. NYS toughest place to do business as safety issues are
very stringent. Education very important.

 Supervisor Schlag questioned Mr. Keyes of Norse Energy as to what agreement they have with Chenango County Emergency
Management regarding pipeline maps; will Town have access to maps. Mr. Keyes stated Norse is willing to provide maps
with a confidentially agreement.

 Mr. Keyes was asked if gas reacts with pipeline over extended period. ASTM specs for the poly pipe are available. The poly
pipe easier to work with, installed with markers, magnetic tape above the line.

 Supervisor Schlag asked how many miles of pipeline are currently in the County. Mr. Keyes did not have an exact number
but approximately 50 +/-miles. He will check for a more accurate number.

Mr. Austin was thanked for an informative presentation.

Where We Stand:
Albany Legislative Actions: Several bills have been presented to the Legislators. Assemblyman Englebright presented bill
A00375 which would affect removal of timber, gravel and state parks.
SGEIS status: Possible update at the February meeting.

Education and Training:
 Education and training was the original goal for the Regional Committee meetings. Ms. Tavares, Mr. Ives and Mr. Palmatier

visited DCMO BOCES and SUNY Morrisville to discuss natural gas standards for potential training programs specifically
the Welding programs.

 OSHA training classes have been proposed; Heavy equipment and rough terrain fork lift training especially in forest areas.
 SUNY Morrisville appears to be embracing training opportunities. A meeting will be held at SUNY Morrisville to survey the

students about potential interest in the natural gas industry.
 Ms. Tavares discussed the Natural Gas Service Directory prepared by Commerce Chenango. Ms. Tavares asked for feedback

on the directory regarding additional businesses, etc. that should be added. The proposal is to update the directory every 6
months. Businesses advertising in the directory were charged a fee; member businesses are listed in bold lettering and non-
members are listed as regular print.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

The next meeting is February 24, 2011, 2:00 p.m.
The speaker will be Russell Urban-Mead a hydrologist from The Chazen Companies.

Notes prepared and recorded by: Rena M. Doing


