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A Comprehens ive  P lan i s  c ruc ia l  in  the
development  of  land use  regulat ions .  A
Comprehens ive  P lan i s  an important
tool  in  ensur ing a  sa fe ,  p leasant ,  and
economical  env i ronment  to  l i ve  in .
More  important ly ,  a  c lear
Comprehens ive  P lan i s  needed i f
Zoning i s  a l so  wanted in  your
community .  The Zoning Regulat ions
wi l l  run hand in  hand with  the future
that  i s  out l ined in  a  Comprehens ive
Plan .  

These  p lans  are  meant  to  be updated
and be the genera l  consensus  of  the
community .  Surveys  should be
per formed and the community  should
have input  in  the end goal  o f  the
Comprehens ive  P lan .  For  examples  o f
c lear  Comprehens ive  P lans ,  read the
Vi l lage of  New Ber l in  or  the  Town of
Gui l ford ' s  for  an idea on how to  begin .
The P lan 's  are  located on thei r
respect ive  munic ipal i t ies  webs i tes .  

Please note, this flyer is for educational purposes
only. Municipalities should also consult with
their Municipal Attorney when adopting new

laws and/or regulations. 



S c a n  t h e  Q R  C o d e
t o  w a t c h  o u r

t r a i n i n g  f r o m
N Y S E R D A  r e g a r d i n g
t h e  O v e r v i e w  o f  t h e
M o d e l  S o l a r  E n e r g y

L a w .   

Renewable  energy  resources  such as
so lar  and wind power  are  one of  the
fastest  growing land uses  in  Chenango
County .  One of  the  largest  concerns
regarding so lar  development  i s  the
ef fect  i t  has  on agr icul ture .  To  address
th is ,  munic ipal i t ies  are  able  to  choose
opt ions  regarding thei r  Model  Solar
Energy  Law to  protect  Pr ime Farmland.
I f  interested in  enact ing a  Model  Solar
Energy  Local  Law,  v i s i t
https : / /www.nyserda .ny .gov/so larguideb
ook ,  which prov ides  in format ion on
how to  wr i te  the law.  

The Town of  Norwich and the Town of
Gui l ford each have Renewable  Energy
Systems local  laws .  They  can be found
on thei r  respect ive  webs i tes .  
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Although f r ightening ,  and many t imes
unwanted ,  zoning regulat ions  are  one
of  the best  ways  to  l imit  development
in  your  munic ipal i ty .  

Zoning regulat ions  must  be preceded
by a  s t rong Comprehens ive  P lan that
out l ines  the goals  for  the  future  of  the
munic ipal i ty .  I t  i s  c ruc ia l  that  a  s t rong
Comprehens ive  P lan i s  in  p lace ,  as
zoning regulat ions  can be batt led in
court  without  one .  

T ra in ing opportuni t ies  regarding zoning
regulat ions  are  ava i lable  on the NYS
Department  of  State  webs i te .  A lso
ava i lable  f rom NYSDOS i s  a  Guide to
Planning and Zoning Laws of  New York
State ,  as  wel l  as  a  document  that
expla ins  the re lat ionship  between
Zoning and the Comprehens ive  P lan .
These  can be found us ing the QR code
below.    

Site  P lan Rev iew Requi rements  &  Standards
https : / /dos .ny .gov/s i te-p lan-rev iew-0

Subdiv is ion Rev iew Guide 
https : / /dos .ny .gov/system/f i les /documents /20
21 / 12 /subdiv i s ionrev iewinnys .pdf
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Subdiv is ion and s i te  p lan regulat ions
are  one of  the  most  common land use
regulat ions  in  Chenango County .  I t  i s
important  to  inc lude speci f ic  language
in  your  regulat ions  that  inc ludes  the
abi l i ty  to  h i re  a  consul tant  for  the
pro ject .  Certa in  pro jects  have the
abi l i ty  to  be much larger  than a
regular  rev iew.  These  pro jects  are
somet imes too cumbersome for  a
Planning Board to  rev iew and requi re
the help  of  a  consul tant .  

Another  important  aspect  to  cons ider
i s  hav ing a  fee  schedule  for  land use
regulat ion appl icat ions .  Many
munic ipal i t ies  conta in  th is  in format ion
in  the law i tse l f .  However ,  i f
amendments  are  ever  needed for  the
fee  schedule ,  the  ent i re  law wi l l  have
to  be opened for  interpretat ion .  I f  a  fee
schedule  i s  c reated ,  th is  wi l l  be  the
only  document  that  wi l l  have  to  be
amended,  not  an rev iew of  an ent i re
law.  
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