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CHENANGO COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 
NORWICH, NEW YORK 13815 

 
HARRIET L. JENKINS      TELEPHONE:  337-1764 
CAROL A. FRANKLIN                 337-1765 
 
To: New York State Board of Elections 
 40 North Pearl Street, Suite 5 
 Albany, New York  12207-2729 
 
 Chairman, Chenango County Board of Supervisors 
 Members, Chenango County Board of Supervisor 
 Clerk of the Board of Supervisor/Auditor 
 
In accordance with the New York State Election Law, Section 3-212-4, the Chenango County Board of 
Elections, herewith submit their annual report for the year 2013. 
 
The processing of all records was completed in preparation for printing the county registration and 
enrollment information, which other Agencies use.  Under New York State Election Law (Section 5-612), 
registration records must be available for village, school, improvement, and fire district elections. 
 
Certified copies of the registration and enrollment disks and supplements are provided upon request to 
the New York State Board of Elections.  In addition, an enrollment book, disk or CD is provided to the 
New York State Chairman of each political party recognized by the State of New York, and to the 
Chairman of the political parties organized within Chenango County, when requested.  Additional copies 
of the enrollment information are available for sale to candidates, political committees and other 
interested parties.  With new technology, it is now easier and more cost effective to send the 
enrollment via email as long as we receive a written request to keep on file in our office. 
 

ACTIVITIES OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS DURING THE YEAR 2013 
 
REGISTRATIONS AND ENROLLMENT 
 
The total number of registered voters in Chenango County on April 1, 2013 was 30,464.  By November 4, 
2013, that number increased by 207 going into the General Election with a total of 30,671 possible 
voters.  These totals include the number of inactive registrants.  People are coded inactive when their 
registration is in question.  These registrants are sent notices, if they reply with complete information, 
their registration is corrected or changed and they are activated.  If they don’t respond or the 
information previously provided was incomplete, but they show up at the Polls to vote, they can vote by 
affidavit ballot and will become active as long as their affidavit is valid.  If the Board has no 
correspondence with the inactive voter, he or she is well on their way to being purged in Chenango 
County. 
 

2013 ACTIVE INACTIVE TOTAL 

APRIL 29,084 1,380 30,464 

NOVEMBER 28,285 2,386 30,671 
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ACTIVE VOTERS, BY PARTY, AS OF APRIL 1, 2013 

DEM REP CON WOR IND GRE RTH LBN FDM APP TXP BLK TOTAL 

7,680 12,800 464 194 1,707 118 1 17 0 0 0 6,103 29,084 

 
INACTIVE REGISTRANTS:  1,380  TOTAL OF ACTIVE & INACTIVE:  30,464 

 
ACTIVE VOTERS, BY PARTY, AS OF NOVEMBER 4, 2013 

DEM REP CON WOR IND GRE RTH LBN FDM APP TXP BLK TOTAL 

7,422 12,448 450 188 1,641 117 1 15 0 0 0 6,003 28,285 

 
INACTIVE REGISTRANTS:  2,386  TOTAL OF ACTIVE & INACTIVE:  30,671 

 
NEW REGISTRATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2013 

AGENCY 161 

BLUEDOT 0 

BOE 39 

COUNTER 154 

DMV 264 

INTERNET 0 

MAIL 372 

SCHOOLS 101 

  

TOTAL 1,091 

 
The overall enrollment for the County decreased from 31,428 eligible voters in November of 2012 to 
30,671 eligible voters at the November 2013 election.  This is a net loss of 757 registrants.  This 
enrollment decrease we feel is attributed to the number of voters that were purged due to being 
inactive for several Federal Elections. 
 

AGENCY & TRANSMITTAL TOTALS FOR 2013 

DATE NEW  ADD. ENROLL. NAME DUP. INCOMP. FORWARD 

2013 REGS. CHAGS. CHAGS. CHAGS. REGS FORMS TO OTHER 
COUNTIES 

JAN. 56 14 17 4 11 4 3 

FEB. 48 13 11 3 8 11 3 

MAR. 60 14 9 2 7 6 1 

APRIL 43 9 12 3 3 9 4 

MAY 38 4 5 2 3 5 2 

JUNE 36 7 6 1 5 9 3 

JULY 37 7 1 6 9 8 6 

AUG. 42 7 4 7 13 2 1 

SEPT. 51 10 8 7 9 4 5 

OCT. 44 7 16 1 19 2 0 

NOV. 49 3 12 4 3 13 1 

DEC. 40 9 2 5 11 11 2 

TOTAL 544 104 103 45 101 84 31 
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Each year in April, a letter is sent to all of the nine (9) school districts located within Chenango County.  
These letters offer the services of the Board of elections staff to visit their school to register students to 
vote and to answer questions regarding elections.  This year a total of 28 students registered to vote 
with the visits to two (2) schools, Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton School and Oxford School District.  Of the other 
seven (7) schools that were contacted only two (2) other schools requested registration forms to be mail 
to them.  They were City of Norwich School District, and Unadilla Valley Central School District.  From 
these two (2) schools, we had forty-two (42) completed registration forms returned to our office.  The 
other five (5) school districts did not respond at all to our letter, phone calls or email messages.  We 
hope to continue this service, but in the future, if we do not get a better response, it may not be worth 
sending staff out to these schools. 
 
National Change of Address (NCOA) 
 
In 2013, a file of all enrolled voters in Chenango County was emailed to the New York State Board of 
Elections.  They in turn forward this file to a licensed USPS vendor to process the data file.  The vendor 
matches and updates the latest address the Post Office has for each person named on the file.  Several 
months later, the processed information is then returned to Chenango County and the information is 
transferred to our computer system. 
 
To complete all the steps necessary to ensure that the information is dealt with in the correct manner 
takes many man-hours.  The Board uses a print outs with the NCOA tape data in alphabetical order.  
These print outs list voters into categories of, Family moves, Individual Move, and no forwarding 
address.  Every individual listed on the print out is checked against our information in our files.  This is 
time consuming but it insures us that the most current information is entered in our database.  We also 
double-check all listed voters with an address that may be out of County moves to be sure that they are 
indeed out of County.  The same is done for in County moves, sometimes this information needs to be 
corrected.  All this is done before the next part of the process is initiated.  Eventually all information 
from the NCOA tape that is current is transferred to our computer system.  Due to an upgrade to our 
software, our office is able to print appropriate labels so we can mail out notices to the individuals 
involved in address changes.  On May 21st, 330 confirmation notices and 329 transfer notices due to the 
NCOA information were mailed.  
 
HAVA ID CHECK 
 
We continue to send to the State Board of Elections a list of voters, who gave us an ID number, to have 
them compare our data with the New York State Data Base to match the records.  The ID numbers are 
required for anyone who has registered to vote by mail, which is part of the Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA).  All voters who register give us an ID number even if they did not send the form through the 
mail.  We check all registrations through the Data Base to be sure that they are not registered in another 
County.  If we have any that did not match, they were sent letters, from this office, requesting the 
missing information.  This process is done every day.  The people who did not supply us with an ID 
number prior to the General Election, were asked to supply that ID at the Polling Place before they were 
allowed to vote.  If they do not provide ID, they were given an Affidavit Ballot.  We had 309 voters who 
would need to show ID at the Polling Place for the 2013 General Election and of these 309 voters, only,  
eight,  (8), showed up to vote.   Once they have shown ID and voted, they will not show up on the ID 
required list again. 
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Check of Registrants 
 
New York State Election Law (Section 4-117) requires an address check to be made by mail of every 
registered voter in the County.  On August 5, 2013, 27,270 mail check cards were mailed to individual 
registrants in Chenango County.  Our office continues to contract with NTS to process our mail check 
cards.  They provided the cards, printing and postage.  This continues to be a great savings to our 
Department.  The cost for providing this service was not much more than our old plan of doing the 
printings and mailings in house.  The Post Offices returned 1,162 cards.  The mail check indicated that 
305 voters moved within the county and 223 voters moved outside the county but still in New York 
State and 169 voters moved out of State.  A total of 388 cards were undelivered for various reasons 
according to the Post Office and we had 3 miscellaneous returns.  There were 5 cards returned marked 
deceased, 49 cards returned with a PO Box only, and 15 cards returned marked Temporally Away.  We 
also had 4 cards returned that we had already processed the information. 
 
Reports of Change of Voter Status 
 
Due to the NYSVoter Data Base we are able to determine if someone is registered in another County, or 
listed as a felon through the Court system, or listed on the death records for the Department of Health.  
This makes it easier to keep our records up to date.  We do not have to wait for these Departments to 
notify us which they only did on a monthly basis, if at all.  We continue to receive reports of deaths from 
Town Clerks as well as checking the newspapers on their website for any obituaries.  We are able to 
purge those voters who show up on the NYSVoter Data Base, Town Clerk death reports and the 
obituaries.  In 2013, our office purged 1,973 registrations for the following reasons: 
 

Deceased 338 

Felony Conviction 22 

Incompetent 2 

Incomplete 23 

Correction or Duplicate 2 

NVRA Purge 1,241 

Moved Out of County 298 

Moved Out of State  38 

Voter Request 9 

Total 1,973 

  
Other Activities of the Board of Elections 

The Board of Elections continues to host students from the BOCES New Vision and Law class the day 
before the General Election.  We offer the students a chance to see how we register voters, process 
absentee applications and how the voting machines work as well as how we go about preparing for an 
Election.  A couple of the students completed voter registration forms and took information on voting 
absentee for the following fall. 

Again this year, we were contacted by the Leadership Chenango group and two members came to our 
office to interview the Commissioners.  They had several questions which pertained to how our office 
fits into the large picture of the Chenango County Government.  When they complete the interview, 
they report to the full Leadership group on their findings.  This was the second year we have 
participated in this activity. 
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Our office was also contacted by the Valley Ridge Facility for the criminally mentally ill to come to their 
facility to speak about how the election process works as far as how to get registered, vote absentee 
and to vote at the Polls.  One Commissioner was able to go to the facility and speak to the Individuals on 
these topics.  These individuals are listed on our Perm disabled lists and if they are able and allowed 
they go to the Polls on Election Day to vote and if not they would have already received an absentee 
ballot.  If they choose to go to the Polls, their ballot is pulled and not opened after Election Day. 

Appointments 

1. Voting Machine Technicians 
 
We continue to contract with two (2) individuals to act as our Voting Machine Technicians.  
These Technicians work on an as needed basis and their duties include testing each voting 
machine, completing quarterly reports, burning ibuttons and flash cards as well as prepare the 
voting machines for each election.  They use vacation time from their full time jobs as well as 
work on weekends to maintain the machines in good working order and to make sure they are 
ready for each election. 
 

2. Election Inspectors 
 
We appointed 152 Inspectors and 20 Alternate Inspectors in 2013.  We had 14 classes at the 
Public Safety building which lasted 2 ½ to 3 hours.  Inspectors were paid $25.00 to attend the 
class and if they traveled more than 10 miles, they got paid a stipend for travel.  Inspectors are 
paid $8.00 per hr. for working Election Day and the Chairman is paid $9.00 per hour.  It 
continues to be hard replacing Inspectors and recruiting them.  We were able to recruit 17 
Inspectors for our list by people who checked the box on mail registrations and called due to 
mail check cards. 
 
Some Inspectors have given us names of Inspector prospects as well as suggestions on how to 
improve the Election Day experience.  We do survey the Inspectors on this aspect but find that 
they will openly call us or send memos back in the return bags of supplies after an election 
without our inquiring. 

Polling Sites 

We have 31 Election Districts and 27 Polling Sites.  We continue to check each site to be sure they are 
HAVA and ADA compliance.  We had four (4) Polling Sites in which we used 2 or more scanners in 2013.   

Village Election 

The majority of the Villages in Chenango County are conducted in March, but the only Village that holds 
their Election in June is Oxford and that is the only Village Election that we conduct.  We offer voter lists 
and answer questions for all Villages that contact us.  

Petitions and Caucus 

During the Petition and Caucus filing dates, we took in 112 Designating Petitions of which four (4) were 
objected to and of these there were 83 Specs filed.  The Board invalidated 7 of these Specs which 
resulted in invalidating one (1) Designating Petition. 
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There were no Opportunity to Ballot Petitions filed, but we had forty-one (41) Independent Petitions for 
which we had two (2) objected to and fifty-two (52) Specs Filed.  There were two (2) petitions 
invalidated by the Board of Elections.   

Campaign Finance 

The Board of Elections distributed campaign finance materials to those who were in need of these 
materials for the 2013 Election cycle as well as hosting a Campaign Finance Seminar at our County Office 
Building.  The Seminar was well attended by not only some local candidates, office staff, and Committee 
Treasurers, but by interested individuals from other Counties.  It was a worthwhile endeavor and we 
hope to host again in the future. 

The following is the Campaign Finance Summary: 

Number of County Committee Filers 0 (they now file at the SBOE electronically)  

Number of Candidate Filers 168 

Number of PAC Filers 0 (they now file at the SBOE electronically) 0 

Total Number of Filings Received 168 

Of Total Filings, Number of “In-Lieu-Of” Filings 70 

Number of Five-Day Letters Sent 25 

Number of Delinquent Filings 0 

Number Referred to County Attorney or DA 0 

 

September Primary 

This year’s September 10, 2013 Primary consisted of Republican only Primaries in five (5) Towns and two 
(2) Wards in the City of Norwich.  The Towns of Coventry, Guilford, Oxford, and Smithville, had a Primary 
for Supervisor.  The Town of Coventry and Oxford also had a Primary for Council and the Town of 
Smithville had a Primary for Superintendent of Highways.  The City of Norwich Ward 4 and 6 had a 
Primary for Alderman.  The total number of voters who were eligible to vote in the Primary was 2802 
and of those only 867 voters voted in this primary, a .30 percent turnout. 

The following is the Summary of the Primary Absentee/Special Ballots: 

Number of New Applications Received 29 

Number of Ballots Mailed, Voted at Board, Voted 
at Nursing Homes, etc. 

96 

Total Number of Voted Ballots Returned 58 

Number Invalidated – Unsigned 0 

Number Invalidated – Postmarked Election Day or 
Later 

0 

Number Invalidated – Other 0 

Number of Voters Voting in Person After Having 
Voted By Absentee Ballot 

0 

 

We did not have any Court Orders for the September 10, 2013 Primary.  General Election 
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The General Election of 2013, was held on November 5th.  This General Election is what our office refers 
to as “Town Year” as most of the Town offices were on the ballot.  We had a County wide race for 
Sheriff and County Clerk as well as six (6) State Proposals and two Supreme Court Justice Positions in the 
6th Judicial District.  The Town of Greene also had a Proposal for the Game of Chance which was 
defeated.  The total number of voters who were eligible to vote at the General Election was 28,319 and 
of those, 9100 voters voted a .32 percent turnout.   

The following is the General Election Absentee/special Ballots Summary: 

Number of New Applications Received 298 

Total Number of Ballots Mailed, Voted at Board, 
Voted at Nursing Homes, etc. 

822 

Total Number of Absentee Ballots Transmitted to 
Voters Because They Requested a Permanent 
Absentee Ballot Status 

519 

Number sent to all Other Absentee Voters 303 

Total Number of Voted Ballots Returned by Voters 
(this includes both those that were later counted 
and those that were rejected/invalidated) 

611 

Total number of voted absentee ballots returned 
by voters that were counted 

581 

Total Number of Ballots Returned by voters, that 
were rejected 

30 

Ballots returned as Undeliverable 0 

 

 We did not have any Court Orders for this General Election. 

Election Print 

The Chenango County Board of Elections continues to contract with Phoenix Graphics Inc. of Rocherster 
to print election materials needed including the ballots for the Dominion Image Cast Voting machine for 
the 2013 election year.  We are pleased with the print product, the turn-around time and general help 
that this company provides at a fair cost.  We also have everyday envelopes, letterhead paper and other 
small printing jobs done by our local BOCES School. 

Staff 

The Chenango County Board of Elections staff consists of two (2) part-time (25 hrs. per week) 
Commissioners and four (4) full time Sr. Election Clerks.  We also have four (4) Temporary or Seasonal 
helpers that come in to help pack supply bags and help after the election with unpacking the supply and 
ballot bags as well as help with counting the absentee ballots.  They are considered “Extra Clerk Hire” in 
our budget.   

Due to the extra work load attributed to using the new voting machines and the fact that our machines 
as well as the EMS system for programming the ballots are stored several blocks away from the office, it 
is necessary to have Extra help during the busy election period.  Two of our staff programs the ballots, 
which takes several days if not weeks to program depending on the number of positions and candidates 
on the ballot.   
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Our Staff is proficient with the process and the aspects of the County Board of Elections and without all 
four (4) Sr. Election Clerks, the office would not run as smoothly nor would the Elections proceed with 
great success. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Harriet L. Jenkins, Commissioner 

 

Carol A. Franklin, Commissioner 

   

  
 

 

 
 


